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"Thus says the LORD: Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where the good way is,

and walk in it; then you will find rest for your souls"(Jer. 6:16). Christianity is a faith in love with

history. God took on human flesh and dwelt among us. The Spirit carried that divine work over the

centuries, providing courage and maturity even amid our imperfections.  Christians find their true

family line not through tribes and ethnic blood but in the bond of faithfulness and shed blood that

has united our family for millennia. We too often view Church history as the story of obscure aliens

instead of the lives of brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers.  In this collection of forty-six brief

biographies for children, Hannula sketches the stirring trials and triumphs of many famous and

some lesser known figures in our family of faithâ€”including Augustine, Charlemagne, Anselm,

Luther, Bunyan, and C.S. Lewis. Through them we can begin to enjoy the old paths and find rest for

our souls.
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This is a great way to learn church history through fascinating biographical sketches. It's a children's

book, and I have read it aloud to my six- and eight-year-olds, but I enjoyed it for my own reading

first. It will make you appreciate your religious freedom in a new way, and inspire you to live a

courageous Christian life.

If you want to read an excellent book about stalwart soldiers for Christ, written by a principled (no

pun intended), committed, and passionate Christian, and if you want to be "spurred on toward love



and good deeds" by the examples of these amazing and courageous believers, read Trial and

Triumph! In his writing, Mr. Hannula makes Augustine, Ambrose, Polycarp, and all the others come

alive--just as he makes history exciting and real for the students he teaches in his history classes.

Do yourself a favor and read his book.

In the great traditions of Fair Sunshine and Foxe's Book ofMartyrs, Hannula has retold many

beautiful stories of Christ'sservants. Its simplicity is ideal for children, while its depth is extraordinary

for all. Perfect for devotional use as well as a teaching tool.

Very informative and wonderfully written stories of the heroes of the Christian faith. Riveting and

inspiring! I've used this with my own children, in teaching Sunday School and in my 4th grade class.

It's always the preferred book, even when reading from several other sources. Every Christian

should read this book.

I would recommend this for adults and older children. Most Protestants put so much focus on the

Bible that they don't learn much about anything that happened in the Church after the book of Acts.

This book will help fill in the gaps.

My Uncle has written this book, and I love it.Whenever I read it I get excited to tell others about

Christ,just like the people in the book.It is full of missonaries and martyres testimonies.Right now my

copy is at my Christian school used for devotions once in a while.

We have used this book in our home school studies of the Middle Ages, and have loved it. The

author makes the history come alive with his wonderful writing style and interesting information. We

have used it alongside other books that sometimes discuss the same people in history, and this one

is by far the most interesting narrative. I love it, as do my 5th and 2nd grader. We use it as a read

aloud, but an older student could easily tackle it as a reader.

This book is so anti-Catholic that I could never consider buying it thus supporting its author. I read

sections on Google books and immediately knew this was a damaging book for any child who reads

it because it is so negative in its portrayal of Catholics.
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